Expanding the physician's duty of care: a duty to recontact?
This article addresses the ethical and legal issues surrounding the possibility of a "duty to recontact" patients concerning new genetic developments. The text examines the rationale of this concept, the conditions required for the creation of such a duty and who should be bound by it. While this "duty to recontact" has yet to be developed, the predictive familial dimensions of genetic information, however, may lead policy makers to favour such a duty. Professional organizations should begin to assess the implications of the genetic revolution on patient management and physicians' continuing education.